November 2011

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Reportedly surpassing credit cards, college loan debt has affected recent col-
lege graduates ability to rent an apartment, purchase a home, get married and
in some instances start afamily. Eighty-fine percent of Pleasant Valley’s stu-
dents state their intentions to attend college. Y et, when | substituted recently
in an Economics class to discuss the cost of post-secondary education only a
handful of students claimed to have had a conversation with their parents or
guardian on how to fund it. Parents/guardians who currently have children
attending college will attest that annual increasesin room and board, tuition
and mandatory fees have far exceeded wage increases. With this background,
| would like to personally invite seniors and their parents/guardian to attend
the College /Financia Aid Night on Monday, November 28, 2011 from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. n the high school theatre.

It never ceases to amaze me how fast the days go by between the Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas holidays. From an instructional stand point, there are only
15 days through which any new information will be presented. Semester tests
can count for between 10-20 percent of the semester grade and can have an
enormous impact. Y our student should be encouraged to take 15-30 minutes
every day between now and the semester exam to review major chapter
themes. With plus (+) and minus (-) markings impacting a student’s grade
point average, spending extrareview time would pay big dividends.

Semester exams are scheduled for periods 1,2,5,6 on Wednesday, December
21% and Thursday, December 22" for periods 3,4,7,8 (make-up). See page 2
for additional semester exam day information.

Have a safe and enjoyable holiday break!

Mike Zimmer, Principal

PLEASANT VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL

SPARTAN NEWS

Important Numbers:

Main Office:
Ph 332-5151 Fax 823-1950

PVHS Attendance:
Ph 332-6132

Guidance Office:
Ph 332-6250 Fax 823-1951

Activities Office:
Ph 332-5309 Fax 823-1952

Upcoming Events:

11/23-11/25 ~ No School
11/28 ~ Financia Aid

Night 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
12/7 ~ Early Dismissa
12/8 ~ Blood Drive
12/21 ~ Final Exams

(1,2,5,6)
12/22 ~ Final Exams
(3,4,7,8 - Make up)
12/22 ~ End of 2nd
Quarter/ 1st Semester
12/23-1/3 ~ Winter Break
1/4 ~ School Resumes

Mailing & Physical
Address:

604 Belmont Road
Bettendorf, |IA 52722

Web Address:
www.pleasval.k12.ia.us




ALENDAR OF EVENT

School Board Meetings: 11/28, 12/19, 1/9, 1/23

NOTE: All School Board Meetings begin @ 7pm and are held at the Pleasant Valley Administration
Building, Belmont Rd., Bettendorf, |A

NOVEMBER 23-25 K-12—No School

NOVEMBER 28 Financial Aid Night — 6:30-8:30 p.m., HS Theater
DECEMBER 7 Early Dismissal

DECEMBER 8 HS Blood Drive — HS Gymnasium

DECEMBER 21 HS Final Exams (1,2,5,6)

DECEMBER 22 HS Final Exams (3,4,7,8 — Make-up)
DECEMBER 22 End of 2™ Quarter/1% Semester

DECEMBER 23, 2011 THROUGH JANUARY 3, 2012— WINTER BREAK
JANUARY 4 School Resumes

Semester testsare scheduled for Wednesday, December 21st and Thursday, December 22nd.

Test periods will be 1% hoursin length with a common fifty-five minute lunch break for staff and students. A ten-minute
passing time will be incorporated into the schedule.

The library and cafeteria study hall will be open to students for study purposes. The old gym will also be available for
recreational activities during the testing days. All students will be required to remain in the supervised testing, study, or
recreational areas for the entire testing period (1%2 hours). Students are to bring books or other materials to work on after
they are finished with their test. Students who are found in unsupervised areas at unauthorized times will be assigned to
closed campus for the remaining periods of semester final examination days (lunch included).

Students who have not fulfilled all disciplinary obligations by the end of the day on December 22nd will be assigned an out-
of-school suspension with a parent conference required in order to return to school.

The Schedule for Semester Test Days is as follows:

Wednesday, December 21st Thursday, December 22nd

8:10-9:40 All period 1 classes 8:10-9:40 All 3rd period classes
9:50-11:20  All period 2 classes 9:50-11:20 All period 4 classes
11:20-12:15 Lunch 11:20-12:15 Lunch

12:20-1:50  All period 5 classes 12:20-1:50 All period 7 classes
2:00-3:30 All period 6 classes 2:00-3:30 Period 8 Make-up Test

If we have inclement weather during semester test days and the district closes school, we will follow these procedures:

I. If we miss any days prior to December 21st and 22nd, final exams will go ahead as scheduled. (Example: If school
would be cancelled December 20th, finals would be held December 21st and 22nd).

2. Inthe event that school is cancelled on either December 21st or 22nd exams would be pushed back one day. Example: If
school would be cancelled on December 21st, finals would be held on December 22nd, (periods 1, 2, 5 & 6) and January
4th (periods 3,4, 7 & 8 make up). Second semester would begin on Thursday, January 5th. In the unlikely event that bad
weather cancels school on December 21st and 22nd students would have exams on Wednesday, January 4th and Thursday,
January 5th.

3. If we have a late start on afinal exam day, the exams will take place as scheduled for that day. The actual time each test
starts and stops will be announced at the beginning of the school day.



NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTION

On Thursday, November 10, the PVHS National Honor Society inducted 61 new members. Presi-
dent Mimi Barney, Vice President Hannah Thomsen, Secretary Katie Burke and Treasurer Ava
Lynn presided over the ceremony. This year’s guest speaker was PVHS English teacher Don Fry.
Principal Mike Zimmer administered the pledge to the inductees and handed out certificates with

NHS Advisor Sara Russell.

Bekah Allen
Kellen Bohn
Conor Bryant
Joshua Cobler
Taylor Gibney
Kevin Johnston
Shweta Khurjekar
Tanner Lafever
Kevin Li

Chloe Miller
Alison Oppel
Jesus Rasgado
Neil Saigal
Joshua Stark
Maddison Theisen
Natalie Zimmerman

Rachael Barnes
Sahiba Borisuth
Sarah Bumann
Anna Cullinan
Arika Henry

Sara Judickas
Megan King
Grant Lang
Samuel Martin
Erin Mitchell
Arham Pasha
Caitlin Raymon
Emily Schwake
Alexandra Stecker
Tristan Thompson

Elizabeth Ann Berger
Courtney Bright
Dallas Carter
Walter DeDoncker
William Herzberg
Lakshmi Karuparthy
Jillian Knott

Anne Leners

Trisha Martin
Victoria Nelson
Taylor Perrot

Louis Redmond
Andrew Shammas
Gabrielle Stecker
Emily Wallace

Laurelin Berkley
Meredith Bruster
Gina Chieffo

Liza Dollenbacher
Elizabeth lltis
Morgan Kennedy
Kayla Kruse
Blake Letney
Grant Milam
Naveen Ninan
Ananya Pillutla
Benjamin Roys
Austin Smith
Conrad Tebbe
Brittni Weinschenk




SERVICE-LEARNING INFORMATION

On October 23rd, twenty-five PV students helped with games and activities at the Bettendorf Family
Museum. The event had a new attendance record with over 1100 in attendance. Most of the students
volunteered for both shifts for six hours.

The November and December “Big Event” permission forms are available in the guidance office or on the
Service-Learning website. On Saturday, November 19" , we travelled by bus to the Putnam Museum to help
with games and activities for the “Out of this world Daisy afternoon” event. On early out day, December 7™,
PVHS students will decorate cookies with elderly residents at Manor Care Health Care. The Manor Care stu-
dent limit is twenty. Sign up soon.

A reminder to Seniors and Sophomores:

Sophomores must have documented service hours turned in by December 15" to remain students in good
standing. Sophomores with NO hours documented will receive an “F” on their semester report card. Seniors
who have not turned in an Agreement Sheet (Plan) by Thursday, December 15", will receive an “F” on their
semester report card. Students with an “F” will be ineligible for sports and activities.

Contact Mrs. Voss with questions.

FRESHMAN DENTAL SCREENINGS

In July 2010 the lowa Legislature revised the dental screening law to include at the high school level only
9th grade students. The purpose of the dental screening is to improve the oral health care of lowa®
children.

To comply with this requirement, your 9th grade student must provide the high school with a certificate of
dental screening. All students involved were mailed a letter from the district along with the screening
form. You can also download the dental form from the district website.

Please have your student® dentist or dental hygienist complete this form and return it to the school. Please
send the forms to the attention of Pam Cinadr, school nurse. The district is requesting that all forms be
returned by December 1, 2011.

If you do not have a dentist or have difficulty obtaining a screening certificate, please contact Brianna
Boswell, the I-Smile Coordinator for Scott County. Brianna may be reached at 563.326.8645 or
bboswell@scottcountyiowa.com




CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Rachel Schultz who won Best in Show in the Quad
City Arts Festival of Trees high school art exhibit. Rachel is a senior
who created a replica of the Cinderella castle at Disney World entirely
out of vinyl records for her Senior Survey class.

The castle is on display at the River Center during Festival of Trees
along with several other student works from the art department from
Friday, November 18th through Sunday, November 27th.

ACADEMIC BOWL

What is the temperature in Celsius of absolute zero? What was the battle that opened the Civil War? Who is
the youngest person ever to win a Grammy? These are exactly the type of questions the newly-formed
Pleasant Valley High School academic bowl team faced. As an expansion of the existing Academic
Decathlon team, academic bowl is a fast pace Jeopardy! like format that has students competing in teams to
answer questions on a wide range of general and trivial knowledge. Teams consist of 4-5 members who
answer toss up questions and then are given the opportunity to answer a bonus question as a team if they
are right. With the addition of buzzer lock out systems, games demand quick thinking and team cooperation
to achieve success.

The team this year is captained by Alexis Bertrand, who has been instrumental in organizing and leading our
players. Members of the team include Logan Grothus, Alex Wade, Shweta Khurjekar, Ben Bruster, Sam
Martin, Abhishek Gowda, Ally Daily, Brandon Lee and Lexie Korndorf, with membership open to any student
who wishes to give it a try. The season opened with participation in the Mediacom Thinkers Throwdown and
further meets and competitions will occur over the next 3 months. Later this school year, students have
expressed interest in organizing a faculty versus student match. It is hoped that a solid groundwork can be
established so this activity can be maintained for years to come.




